Risk-Need Assessments
in Tribal Justice

Concepts, Principles, Challenges, and Developments
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Key Component 1) Individual and Community Healing Foc

Key Component 2) Target Population: High Risk/High Need

Key Component 3) Screening and Assessment: High Risk/High Need
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Risk Principle: Who to target.

e Intervention is most effective with
higher-risk individuals (risk of re-
offending).

Risk-Need-

ReSponS'iV'ity Need Principle: What to target.

Theory:
The Three Core
Principles

e Assess and target “criminogenic” needs
(needs that contribute to criminal
behavior).

Responsivity Principle: How to

» v intervene.

e Tailor intervention to the characteristics
and learning styles of the individual.
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Legal Need
_ High Needs Low Needs

High Risk & High NeD High Risk & Low Needs

. Menu of mid-length interventions: . Brief interventions (e.g., Restorative Justice, a 3- or 5-session
» Cognitive-behavioral therapy (CBT) models, e.g., T4C, MRT; intervention based on procedural justice principles, CBT, and
» Social services (e.g., employment, GED, etc.); trauma-informed practices)
» Trauma-focused models (e.g., Seeking Safety); and/or
» Intensive supervision (e.g., HOPE) . Menu of rolling interventions, 6 Sessions+

» Exact # of mandated sessions responsive to “going
Hi gh . Treatment court programs, e.g., healing to wellness court, mental rates”/legal proportionality;
health court, hybrid models »  Approximates the mid-length intervention models available

for high risk & high leverage (e.g., MRT)

. Voluntary social & clinical services
. Voluntary social & clinical services

Risk of

Re-Offense

Low Risk & High Needs Low Risk & Low Needs

0 Evidence-informed community-supervision model (e.g., the NYC 0 Meaningful community service, with sites selected in collaboration
supervised release model): with community-based organizations

> Individual sessions (to avoid peer contagion effects);
» Incorporates a range of practices (e.g., procedural justice Brief educational groups (1- or 2-session models)

Low principles, Motivational Interviewing)

. Voluntary social & clinical services
. Voluntary social & clinical services




High Risk/High Need
e [ntensive intervention or incarceration

Low Risk/Low Need

o Off-ramp ASAP (e.g. pretrial release,
fine/short community service, conditional
discharge)

Risk-Need Based
Interventions Low Risk/High Need

« BRIEF intervention with voluntary referral
to services

High Risk/Low Need

» Address criminogenic thinking and
behavior



Risk Factors

@tatic risk factors\ Gynamic risk factorslneeob

» Criminal history » Antisocial attitudes
» # of arrests » Antisocial friends & peers
» # of convictions » Criminal Thinking
> type of offenses » Family/marital factors
» Current charges » Education/poor employment
» Age at first arrest history
» Current age » Pro-social leisure activities

Q Gender / kSubstance use and misuse /

[ What’s missing from this list? J
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Other Risk Factors with Strong

Emplrlcal Support
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Risk Assessment 201
Actuarial Risk Assessment
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Lay of the Land

Which assessments do you use?

cale f1 5hw hdy u like

1 = It’s garbage 5 = It’s AWESOME
// _______ _
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Results Are In!




Findings
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Probation
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provider

Corrections

No police or

\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\

eeeeeeeeeee

eeeeeeeeeee / /



Findings
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o o ANSWER CHOICES
F] nd] ngS No specific use/Not used
To satisfy grant requirements
Determine bail/bond decisions
% . " ~—~ Determine sentence
/ /// Determine eligibility for a program

5 8 0/ d Determine specific community-based treatment providers
0 re S pO n e n tS Determine mental health service needs
Determine need for criminal thinking treatment
a re N OT C u r re n t ly Determine other ancillary service needs (education, employment , housing etc J)
Determine client-identified needs or goals
Determine frequency of
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Assessments Currently Being Used:
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Reviewed Available Literatur

Reviewed 50
publications
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Actuarial Tools with Minorities //
o> A
Culturally Informed Practices




Existing tools
Native offenders
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Frequently Studied
Existing Tools
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Findings Among Current Tools
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Overview of Domains

4 N

Housing health

/

Common Domains Highlighted Domains
» Demographics » Family Structure
» Past justice involvement » Community and sense of
» Education identify
» Leisure » Perception and relation to
» Substance use alftho':'t'es
» Historical trauma
» Employment
. » Personal trauma and mental
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Historical Loss and Trauma

e Whi :
o trauma and unresolved grief.

schools - e
E '[hc Ioss of families from the reservation to 1 2 3 4 5 6 9 Fecling Never Scldom Sometimes Often Always DK/R
ernment relocation A Sadness or depression 1 2 3 4 5 9
oss of self respect from poor treatment 1 2 3 4 5 6 9 g iﬁf:“ PU—— : § : : : :
government officals D Uncomfortable around white 1 2 3 4 5 9
oss of trust in whites from broken treaties 1 2 3 4 5 6 9 people when you think of these
g our culture 1 2 3 4 5 6 9 losses
osses from the effects of alcoholism on 1 2 3 4 5 6 9 k Sh[:;i:’bw yom ek ot tham ! ? ! ! ’ !
F A loss of concentration 1 2 3 4 5 9
rcspccl by our children and 1 2 3 4 5 6 9 G Feel isolated or distant from other 1 2 3 4 5 9
dehildren for clders ch when you think of these
{ our people through carly death 1 2 3 4 5 1 2 3 4 5 9
rcspccl by our children for 1 2 3 4 1 2 3 4 5 9
: /ay 1 2 3 4 5 9
3 4 5 9
3 4 5 9
f the low factor loadings in
when you don't want to,
/ drugs when you think of
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Yes

No

What do youfeel?

The loss of “our” land

Not much

Sadness

Helplessness

The loss of “our” language

Not much

Sadness

Helplessness

The loss of our traditional spiritual
ways

Not much

Sadness

Helplessness

The loss of “our” family ties
because of boarding/residential
schools

Not much

Sadness

Helplessness

The loss of families from the
reservation to government
relocation

Not much

Sadness

Helplessness

The loss of trust in whites from
broken treaties

Not much

Sadness

Helplessness

Losing our culture

Not much

Sadness

Helplessness

The losses from the effects of
alcoholism on our people

Not much

Sadness

Helplessness

The loss of respect by our children
and grandchildren for elders

Not much

Sadness

Helplessness

The loss of our people through
early deaths

Not much

Sadness

Helplessness
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Trauma and Mental Health
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Questions: Questions:

> Highest level of education » Stability of housing
> Interest in continuing education > ldentification of housing needs
Considerations: Considerations:
» Avoid shaming questions > Does homelessness look different in
> Strengths-based approach to tribal communities?
identifying skills > Access to HUD or tribal housing
> Highlight areas for support or > Flag needs for stable housing
growth

» How does the history of boarding
schools change this dynamic?
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15 members + consultants
Advisory
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prosecutors, public defenders,
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