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May 30, 2013

The Honorable Dean M. Mortimer
Co-Chair, Public Defense Reform (HCR026)
Idaho Senate

7403 S. 1™ E.

Idaho Falls, ID 83404

The Honorable Darrell Bolz

Co-Chair, Public Defense Reform (HCR026)
Idaho House of Representatives

3412 College Ave.

Caldwell, ID 83605-6136

Dear Senator Mortimer and Representative Bolz:

In 2009, the Idaho Criminal Justice Commission created a Public Defense
Subcommittee that researched and analyzed the delivery of indigent defense in
Idaho. During the course of its deliberations, the Subcommittee reviewed and
considered a number of sources including Idaho law and the way indigent
defense is delivered in Idaho’s 44 counties. The Subcommittee also reviewed a
report from the National Legal Aid and Defenders Association, other state
systems and statutes, case law and various standards on indigent defense
promulgated by national organizations.

The Public Defense Subcommittee’s Recommendations, as well as the Final
Report to the Subcommittee by its contract staff attorney, were submitted to the
Idaho Criminal Justice Commission. Those documents accompany this letter.
Several of the Subcommittee’s recommendations became law during the 2013
legislative session with the passage of house bills 147, 148 and 149.

As a result of the work of the Public Defense Subcommittee, the Idaho Criminal
Justice Commission identifies four critical areas for consideration by the

Legislative Interim Committee on Public Defense Reform (HCR 26):

1. The structure and organization of indigent defense delivery (See, e.g.,
Idaho Code Section 19-859.);

2. The oversight and accountability of indigent defense delivery;
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3. The mechanisms, standards and funding for training and education for defending
attorneys as defined in Idaho Code Section 19-851(1); and

4. Long-range planning for stable and ongoing funding of indigent defense delivery.

In order to effectively address the administration, delivery and standards of indigent defense in
Idaho, the Idaho Criminal Justice Commission respectfully requests your consideration of these
critical areas. The Idaho Criminal Justice Commission and the Public Defense Subcommittee, as
always, are available as a resource and welcome the opportunity to provide additional
information and assistance as you may require.

Sincerely,

BDR:zb

Encs.: Recommendations of the Public Defense Subcommittee
Final Report to the Idaho Criminal Justice Commission’s
Public Defense Subcommittee
Evaluation of Trial-level Indigent Defense Systems in Idaho,
National Legal Aid & Defender Association



