IDAHO COURTS

FY2010 Budget Request

T he Idaho courts are
participating fully in
the 1% holdback requested
by Governor Otter, despite
the unique constraints of

the judiciary’s General Fund
budget.

In these tough economic
times, the Supreme Court
cut its original budget request
by over $900,000, deferred
many necessary requests, and
limited its General Fund
annual budget request to senior
judge days to ensure increasing
court caseloads are heard
timely.

IDAHO COURTS

451 W. State Street
P.0.Box 83720
Boise, ID 83720-0101

Patricia Tobias
Administrative Director of the Courts
Phone: 208-334-2246
Fax: 208-947-7590
E-mail: ptobias@idcourts.net

Fund Additional Senior Judge Days to Ensure Increasing Court

Caseloads Are Heard Timely [General Fund]

Additional senior judge days are necessary in Canyon, Kootenai, and Ada Counties,
where the caseloads continue to increase, to ensure court cases are heard timely;
to provide more court time to protect abused and neglected children; and to reduce
the number of days abused and neglected children spend in foster care. Senior
judge days are also needed in those counties where emergencies exist or a backlog
of cases has developed. Senior judge days permit courts to set new court calendars,
find new efficiencies in case management, serve after hours as problem-solving
court judges, and continue to serve Idaho businesses, families, and communities.
Senior judge days provide a temporary, cost-effective strategy in lieu of permanent
judgeships during these difficult economic times.

Fund Juvenile Intervention Services [Millennium Fund]

The Court urges the Millennium Fund Committee to provide evidence-based
intervention services for juvenile offenders in alcohol and tobacco cases through
youth courts, status offender services, and expanded juvenile intervention
strategies to reduce recidivism and protect our communities. The courts, in
partnership with the state and county juvenile justice systems, can provide the
necessary leadership to match the most effective intervention to the needs of the
young offender and their family. Research indicates that early use of tobacco and
alcohol affects development and increases risk for further law violations. Last year
1,181 at-risk youth and 1,056 family members in 24 counties benefitted from these
intervention services with positive outcomes. Thousands more can benefit in the
years ahead.

Fund the Continued Planning Process for a Law Learning Center
[Permanent Building Fund]

In June 2008, the Supreme Court submitted a Capital Budget Request to continue
planning for a Law Learning Center with the University of Idaho Law School and
others to enhance legal and judicial education in Idaho, to provide law related
educational outreach to all [daho communities and other colleges and universities,
and to provide a permanent location for the State Law Library, among other
important goals. The proposed Idaho Law Learning Center would include a Law
Library shared by the College of Law, its faculty and students, the Supreme Court,
and its law clerks and court staff, legislators, members of the bar and the general
public. The Law Learning Center would also include education and training
classrooms for shared use by the Law School, courts, libraries, and other public
groups to incorporate state-of-the-art distance learning and on-line learning
capabilities, faculty and staff offices, work centers and requisite office, gathering,
and storage spaces.
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