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WITHHELD JUDGMENTS:  ISTARS 
Part 1:  Table setup. 

Withheld Judgments in ISTARS are an automatic process if your system is set up 
correctly.  To verify your setup is correct please go to: 

Tables 

General Tables 

Findings 

Check your findings table and make sure that for the finding of “Dismissed by 
Court” there is a check in the box which indicates dismissal as you see below. 
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Part 2:  Entering the judgment. 

 

The original Withheld Judgment needs to be entered as you see above. 

When the defendant files the proper paperwork with the court which will allow 
the charge to be reduced or dismissed the clerk will go back to that screen and 
will  change the withheld results on the case to indicate the appropriate action: 

 

There is a list (as seen above) which are the possible “results” for withheld 
judgments: 
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1. None = withheld judgment information was previously entered on the case 
and now it needs to be removed. (clerk error) 

2. Dismissed = the time for the withheld judgment (probation ) has gone by, 
and all terms of probation have been fulfilled, and an order has been signed 
by the presiding judge dismissing the charge. 

3. Revoked= the court granted a withheld judgment for this charge, but the 
defendant violated the terms of the withheld and it was subsequently 
revoked OR the court in checking the withheld judgment registry on the 
website has determined that this defendant has been granted a withheld 
judgment on a previous occasion, so in providing this information to the 
presiding judge it is determined that the withheld judgment is revoked. 

4. Charge Reduced = A charge which is reduced from a felony to a 
misdemeanor when the appropriate paperwork has been submitted to the 
court, and the presiding judge has so signed an order.  (similar to # 2 but 
used on felony cases only). 

When the clerk selects one of options 2-4 the system will do several things 
automatically. 

ISTARS will change the finding on the case to dismissed by Court (according to the 
setup  in part 1 of these instructions. 

1. ISTARS will also check the     which indicates that the disposition was 
modified on the same date as the results were entered.  This is important 
because this process will cause ISTARS to re-report the disposition on this 
charge to all agencies to which it originally reported the withheld judgment.  

Please see screen shot below: 
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1. Revoked -   ISTARS will enter the modified check box and date 
corresponding to the date entered as revoked, but the clerk will need to 
enter the appropriate finding in the finding box.  (It is not 
recommended that all of the “automatic ROA’s” go to the register of 
actions for that finding.  The modified information would be sufficient.)   

The illustration below displays a regular “guilty” finding entered as that 
would for the greatest part be the finding in those instances. 
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2.  If the felony charge is to be reduced and the defendant has filed the 
appropriate paperwork with the court indicating such and the court has 
signed an order reducing the charge to a misdemeanor, clerk will select 
Charge Reduced and enter a date for the withheld change.  Upon saving 
that information the system will pull up the statute lookup box, so that 
the correct misdemeanor statute can be selected and entered. 

 

Upon selection of the correct statue the system will change the original 
charge to reflect the reduced charge, it will keep the finding of guilty 
withheld and will check the box and enter the modified date so that this 
charge will re-report as it should. 

 

If a withheld judgment is entered on a charge in error it is necessary to zero out 
the # of years/months/days and enter the withheld results as none.    The clerk 
will need to then check the modified box and enter the date, so that the system 
will re-report the “mistake” as it should have originally reported. 
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After entering the withheld results if the withheld is being dismissed or 
reduced: 

The clerk would remove the guilty plea and plea date, and save that information 
for the charge in which the withheld was granted. 

 

Part 3:  How “Withheld Judgments” report to the data base. 

All of the above sets this case up to report to the ISTARS Repository data base. 

NOW when a judge or clerk wants to verify if a person has been granted a 
withheld judgment in the past, you can verify this by going to 
https://www.idcourts.us/repository/start.do , which is also available as a link off 
of the “Judiciary Homepage”  http://www.isc.idaho.gov . 

The user will need to sign into the repository website using their ISTARS user Id, 
password, and home county designator. 

When you are signed in you will see a menu item “Withheld Dispositions Listing”. 

https://www.idcourts.us/repository/start.do
http://www.isc.idaho.gov/
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Select, or click on, that menu item and another window will open which will allow 
the user to enter a name to search: 
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Type in the Last name and 1st initial and  DOB. 

For this search you want to leave the county indicator at “All Counties” so that 
you will be able to view records from all 44 counties, where a previous withheld 
may have been entered. 

A list of possible matches will come up which will list the name and case number 
(along with alias names) which = the name you entered.  The DOB is not listed on 
this print out so please be certain that you use the DOB to make certain that the 
names which come up are “your defendant”. 

 

You will note in the example above that the name, case number, charge, withheld 
date, withheld time and results are entered.  The county where the offence 
happened is listed directly below the defendant’s name. 

You will note that the “results” which we have discussed in “Part 2” of this 
instructional material are listed in the right hand column.  The list at the current 
time should be accurate as to all Counties except Ada County.  We are working on 
a data pull from the Ada County records which will enter the corresponding data 
from Ada as completely as possible to the rest of the county.  We will notify all 
counties when this has been completed. 

Part 4:  What this means to the clerk. 
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Aside from the possible processing changes listed in the above material, this 
means that for all counties YOU NO LONGER NEED TO SEND THE HARD COPIES 
OF THE WITHHELD JUDGMENTS or the corresponding results to the Supreme 
Court. 

If the clerks enter the data as directed in these instructions the “Withheld 
Judgment Listing” available on the repository will always be complete as of the 
previous working day for all 44 counties for current cases, and 43 counties for 
older cases (exception Ada County) as discussed earlier. 

Please share this information with all Deputy Clerks and Judges.  We will not keep 
any paper copies of judgments at the Supreme Court.  All underlying supporting 
documentation of the listing from the repository can be obtained by contacting 
the county listed with the case as seen from the repository. 

We receive documentation for dozens of “Withheld Judgments” and 
corresponding results each week at the Supreme Court.  We are no longer 
manually entering those into a separate data base for tracking.  You, as clerks, are 
doing that process each time you update your ISTARS system as to these cases. 

As always if you have any questions about this process please do not hesitate to 
contact our office.  ISTARS Support  (208)334-2850 and ask for Julie, Dawn or Lisa. 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 


