ICJI 302 CREDIBILITY OF DEFENDANT AS WITNESS

Comment
If the defendant testifies, the Court should not give any instruction that specifically addresses the evaluation of the defendant's credibility or testimony.  The jury should not be instructed to consider that the defendant is interested in the outcome of the case.  Instructions on evaluating the credibility of witnesses should be general and apply equally to all witnesses, both those who testify for the state and those who testify for the defendant. State v. Rogers, 30 Idaho 259, 163 P. 912 (1917); State v. Webb, 6 Idaho 428, 55 P. 892 (1899).

