ICJI 1705 DUTIES OF THE JURY

INSTRUCTION NO.


The law that applies to this sentencing hearing is stated in these instructions, and it is your duty to follow all of them.  You must not single out certain instructions and disregard others.  It is my job to decide what rules of law apply in this case.  While the lawyers may have commented during the trial on some of these matters, you are to be guided by what I say about them.  You must follow all the instructions I give you.  Even if you disagree or don’t understand the reasons for some of the instructions, you must follow them.  No single instruction describes all the law that must be applied.  Therefore, the instructions must be considered together as a whole.  


You must not be influenced by conjecture, public opinion, or public feeling, nor be swayed by mere bias or prejudice.  Likewise, you must not be influenced by your own feelings or views about any person’s race, color, religion, national ancestry, or sexual orientation.  


I have not meant, by these instructions or by any ruling or remark I have made, to indicate any opinion as to the facts or what your verdict should be.

Comment

This instruction should be given at the beginning of the sentencing hearing before the presentation of evidence.
