ICJI 103 REASONABLE DOUBT

PRESUMPTION OF INNOCENCE-REASONABLE DOUBT

INSTRUCTION NO.     

Under our law and system of justice, the defendant is presumed to be innocent. The presumption of innocence means two things.


First, the state has the burden of proving the defendant guilty. The state has that burden throughout the trial. The defendant is never required to prove [his] [her] innocence, nor does the defendant ever have to produce any evidence at all.


Second, the state must prove the alleged crime beyond a reasonable doubt. A reasonable doubt is not a mere possible or imaginary doubt. It is a doubt based on reason and common sense. It may arise from a careful and impartial consideration of all the evidence, or from lack of evidence.  If after considering all the evidence you have a reasonable doubt about the defendant's guilt, you must find the defendant not guilty.

Comment

The Due Process Clause of the Fourteenth Amendment requires that the jury be instructed on the presumption of innocence. Taylor v. Kentucky, 436 U.S. 478 (1977). Although technically not a "presumption", the presumption of innocence is a way of describing the prosecution's duty both to produce evidence of guilt and to convince the jury beyond a reasonable doubt. Id.
“The beyond a reasonable doubt standard is a requirement of due process, but the Constitution neither prohibits trial courts from defining reasonable doubt nor requires them to do so as a matter of course.  Indeed, so long as the court instructs the jury on the necessity that the defendant’s guilt be proved beyond a reasonable doubt, the Constitution does not require that any particular form of words be used in advising the jury of the government’s burden of proof.  Rather, ‘taken as a whole, the instructions [must] correctly conve[y] the concept of reasonable doubt to the jury.’”  Victor v. Nebraska, 511 U.S. 1, 5 (1994) (citations omitted).

The above instruction reflects the view that it is preferable to instruct the jury on the meaning of proof beyond a reasonable doubt.  This instruction defines that term concisely while avoiding the pitfalls arising from some other attempts to define this concept. 

