ICJI 101 NATURE OF TRIAL

INSTRUCTION NO. _______


Now that you have been sworn as jurors to try this case, I want to go over with you what will be happening.  I will describe how the trial will be conducted and what we will be doing.  At the end of the trial, I will give you more detailed guidance on how you are to reach your decision.


Because the state has the burden of proof, it goes first.  After the state's opening statement, the defense may make an opening statement, or may wait until the state has presented its case.


The state will offer evidence that it says will support the charge(s) against the defendant.  The defense may then present evidence, but is not required to do so.  If the defense does present evidence, the state may then present rebuttal evidence.  This is evidence offered to answer the defense's evidence.


After you have heard all the evidence, I will give you additional instructions on the law.  After you have heard the instructions, the state and the defense will each be given time for closing arguments.  In their closing arguments, they will summarize the evidence to help you understand how it relates to the law.  Just as the opening statements are not evidence, neither are the closing arguments.  After the closing arguments, you will leave the courtroom together to make your decision.  During your deliberations, you will have with you my instructions, the exhibits admitted into evidence and any notes taken by you in court.

