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The current Idaho Code of Judicial Conduct was adopted on January 31, 2002 and was modeled after the first edition of the American Bar Association's (ABA) Model Code of Judicial Conduct published in 1990.  In 2007, the ABA published its second edition of the Model Code of Judicial Conduct (2007 ABA Model Code of Judicial Conduct) after a comprehensive review and amendment process.  The 2007 ABA Model Code of Judicial Conduct made changes both in format and substance.   The 2007 Code preserved the Canons, which state the overarching ethical principles and added enforceable black letter Rules.  
	The previous ABA Model Code revision occurred in 1990 and, although the Code was amended three times in the intervening years, there was a need for a comprehensive evaluation and revision in light of societal changes, as well as changes in the role of judges.
Since 2007 a majority of jurisdictions in the United States revised their judicial codes based upon the 2007 ABA Model Code of Judicial Conduct and many other jurisdictions are in the process of reviewing their state judicial codes in light of the 2007 amendments.  
	In December of 2012, Chief Justice of the Idaho Supreme Court Roger Burdick and the Idaho Judicial Council created a Study Committee to examine the current Idaho Code of Judicial Conduct against the 2007 ABA Model Code of Judicial Conduct and make recommendations to the Idaho Judicial Council regarding whether to initiate changes to the current judicial code.  
	The study committee consisted of the following members:  Ronald J. Wilper, District Court Judge of the Fourth Judicial District, Boise, Idaho; Thomas H. Borresen, Magistrate Judge of the Fifth Judicial District, Jerome, Idaho; Jim Carlson, Executive Director of the Idaho Judicial Council, Boise, Idaho; Ronald N. Nate, PhD, Professor of Economics, Rexberg, Idaho; Molly O'Leary, attorney in private practice, Boise, Idaho; C. Timothy Hopkins, attorney in private practice, Idaho Falls, Idaho; and, Joel P. Hazel, attorney in private practice, Coeur d'Alene, Idaho.   
	The attached "Proposed Idaho Code of Judicial Conduct" is the product of the effort of the Study Committee and its numerous committee and sub-committee meetings.  The Proposed Idaho Code of Judicial Conduct uses the 2007 ABA Model Code of Judicial Conduct as its source document to retain consistency and uniformity with other judicial codes throughout the country.   Changes, additions and revisions are proposed to customize the 2007 ABA Model Code to Idaho and retain certain aspects of the current Idaho Code of Judicial conduct.  
	An independent, impartial judiciary is indispensable to our system of justice.  Equally important is the confidence of the public in the independence, integrity and impartiality of our judiciary as an institution.  In this work the Study Committee took great care to adhere to those principles while at the same time providing sound, clear, and reasonable guidance to judges faced with uncertainty.
	Special appreciation and recognition is in order for the members of the Study Committee who all donated significant time, effort and energy to the attached proposal. 
Study Committee to Review the 2007 ABA Model Code of Judicial Conduct. 
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