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In response to ongoing communication with drug and mental health court coordinators, the 

ISTARS-problem solving court module: minimum data elements were created in 2007, for the 

purpose of identifying the minimum data requirements necessary for ongoing evaluations.  

Within this text, there are several screenshots of the ISTARS Problem-Solving Court Module 

accompanied by brief descriptions as to the necessity of the information. Each data field or 

element has been indicated with a black box.  

Additionally, the Supreme Court Planning and Research department will continue to assist in an 

evaluation of data quality to identify errors, duplicates, or missing data based on the elements 

contained in this document. Together with your help, the data can be maintained at a high level 

for day to day operations, frequent data requests, and quality outcome evaluations to identify 

outcomes and improvements. 
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Party Detail Screen: 

 
 
 
For the party detail screen, it is imperative we collect the full names, birthdates and social 
security numbers of drug court participants. Other demographic information, such as sex, race 
and ethnicity should also be recorded. 
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Employment/ Income History-Other: 

 
 
Employment information is arguable one of the highest predictor of success with the criminal 
justice population. In order to be able to assess if participants are engaging in this pro-social 
activity, we would need to record when the participant became employed, thereby discerning if 
the court had influence on their ability to obtain employment, we would need to record 
employment information at intake, at termination and if they found employment while in drug 
court.  
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Problem-Solving Court Module Tabs- General: 

 
 
Diversion type is an essential data element to collected, as well as, the official start date into 
the court. It is also important to record if a potential participant is accepted into the court, they 
are accepted but declined participation, or if they have been rejected. Additional elements such 
as the Judge and the marital status are necessary.  Since the race and ethnicity has already 
been captured in the party detail, it will not be necessary for data enterers to duplicate this 
information.  
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Education: 

 
 
Information on the educational progress of drug court participants is essential to record for 
evaluations. The educational level of participants before and after drug court will enable us to 
track that progress. The type of school is also important to record, as well as, if a participant is 
in school during their participation in the court, or if they are still in school after they complete 
the court. If an offender/ participant has successfully completed all educational requirements 
while in the court, it should be indicated.  
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Children: 

 
 
 
In order to illustrate the far-reaching effects of drug court participation on participants and 
their families, information on the children of drug court participants will be crucial to obtain. 
The birth date of the child will be important, as well as, if a child is in custody of a drug court 
participant, if they have been affected by drugs at birth, and if a child was born during their 
participation in the court to a female participant.  
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Charges: 

 
 
 
 
The charges which directly contributed to a drug court participant’s entrance into the court 
should be detailed and measured. It is also important to indicate which charge and county was 
the primary charges which lead to participation in drug court.  
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Criminal History: 

 
 
 
 
Due to the self-report nature of this information, it should only be utilized for the case 
management of drug court participants. More reliable (statewide) information can be obtained 
through court filings in ISTARS.  
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Drug Use History: 

 
 
 
 
We would need to distinguish the order of preference for drugs of choice (we would need at 
least primary and secondary drug of choice), the estimated age at first use, the frequency and 
route of administration and the estimated cost per day by the participant. 
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Assessment: 

 
 
 
 
It would be beneficial to record the various assessment instruments utilized, as well as the 
score, classification and test date of the substance abuse assessment & the clinical assessment 
aka mental health assessment (if provided). The Criminogenic Assessment (either the adult LSI-
R or juvenile YLS/CMI) should be recorded, as well as, the LSI score, domains, and test date 
should be collected in order to establish a baseline of assessment information on participants. 
Additional tests conducted at a later date should also be recorded in order to establish change 
in the criminogenic risk and needs of offenders.  
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History & Needs: 

 
 
 
Information on court phase as identified by phase number, the start date and the end date is 
critical for data capture and subsequent analysis.    
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Medical: 

 
 
 
 
In order to compile information on if the participant was pregnant at the start of their drug 
court participation, or if they became pregnant during their participation in the court, we would 
ask these boxes are checked for confirmation.  Additionally, for mental health courts (and other 
problem solving courts) we will need prior hospitalizations and start/end dates of 
hospitalizations post official start date of the court.  
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Drug Tests: 

 
 
 
 
Drug testing is a vital element to any drug court. In order to conduct any cost/benefit studies in 
the future, we would have to be able to accurately measure the number of drug test performed 
on any given participant, the types of tests performed, what was the participant tested for, 
when the test was administered, what the result was of the test, and if the test was observed 
by a drug court team member. Also, additional rationales for record drug testing information 
for drug court participants would be to measure drug court success in terms of cessation of 
drug/alcohol use. 
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Treatment: 

 
 
 
As the bulk of treatment services information will be provided by the Idaho Department of 
Health and Welfare the need of collecting treatment information through ISTARS for evaluation 
purposes is lessened.   
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Attendance: 

 
 
 
 
Attendance of assigned court or treatment related activities is fundamental for drug court 
participant success. This tab is geared more for case management, as most of the information 
that would be gleaned from this area is already recorded in the following tab; 
Sanctions/Rewards. 
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Sanctions/ Rewards: 

 
 
 
It is extremely important for drug court evaluations to include detailed information on 
sanctions and incentives. Negative behaviors, dates, types of violations, types of sanctions, 
jail/detention days, and any community service hours, positive behaviors, and rewards must be 
catalogued for analysis. 
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Termination: 

 
 
 
 
It is widely acknowledged that drug court success can be measured through graduation 
outcomes. We would need to know how long a participant is in a court (termination date). The 
total days confined will auto-populate from the previous tab, and the status at termination 
needs to be collected as well.  
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New Arrests: 

 
 
 
  
Court Filing records through ISTARS will be the primary tool for measuring recidivism. Although 
courts are more than welcome to track new arrests in the module, for statewide results, court 
filing records will be more useful. 
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Juvenile: 

 
 
 
Juvenile drug court participants have unique considerations that need to be tracked to highlight 
variables of influence on outcomes. Chief of which, the primary residence needs to be tracked 
as well as, the family member that is the legal guardian and the relationship between the 
juvenile and the adult. We also need to track if the participant was returned to school, as 
education is the number one predictor of success. 
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Notes: 

 
 
 
 
At this time, we do not expect to utilize this tab for evaluations 
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