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IN THE DISTRICT OF THE                     JUDICIAL DISTRICT OF THE
          
STATE OF IDAHO, IN AND FOR THE COUNTY OF                         .           
 
MAGISTRATE DIVISION
Permanency Report of the 
Guardian ad Litem
In the Matter of:
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
Child(ren) under 18 years of age
I,                                               , being first sworn under oath, state that I am a Guardian ad Litem for the 
                                                              
                                               , assigned to this case, and that the statements contained therein
 
are true and correct to the best of my knowledge.  As part of my duties as the Guardian ad Litem 
 
assigned to this case, I have personally assessed this matter and submit the following report.
STATE OF IDAHO                           )
                                                  :ss
                                             )
Child(ren) of Concern
Gender:
Attending Original School:
Placed with Siblings:
Relatives Notified:
ICWA Status:
History
Guardian ad Litem Concerns
Child(ren)'s Current Situation
Child's Expressed Wishes
Parents' Situation
          
 
         
 
 
         SUBSCRIBED AND SWORN TO before me, a Notary Public, in and for the State of Idaho, this                    
 
            day of                                     , 20            .
                                    
                                             
                                                                        
 
 
 
 
 
                                                                        Residing in                                              County
 
                                                                        Commission expires
 
NOTARY PUBLIC for the State of Idaho
STATE OF IDAHO                           )
                                                  :ss
                                             )
I certify that on the 
_____ 
day of 
_______________
, 20
_____
, I served true and 
accurate copies of the foregoing document on the following persons, either by deposit in 
the U.S. Mail, addressed as follows and with the correct first-class postage affixed 
thereto, or be deposit in the designated courthouse mailbox, or by hand-delivery, as 
indicated below: 
Name: 
Served by: 
      ____________________________________ 
      Guardian ad Litem Representative 
CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 
Name: 
Served by: 
Name: 
Served by: 
Name: 
Served by: 
MORE GUIDANCE
 
*   Keeping an accurate and up-to-date contact log is very important for a CASA.  You will need to identify people and associate the information gathered from those people several months after contact.
 
*  There are several points to remember about creating a report.   The most important is the need to remain unbiased.
 
*  All assessments, recommendations, and conclusions must have a factual basis.  Anything written in a report could be challenged by an attorney, so supporting documentation is essential.  This also gives the report the added weight of a professional presentation and even prepares the CASA to answer direct questions in court.
 
*  Use bullets after each heading.  This makes for easy at-a-glance reading when referring to the report.
 
*  When referring to legal parents in the report, refer to the parents by their surname rather than using their first names.  This ensures a professional and unbiased report.  Examples include:  "Mr. Jones, father of Jane, has completed recommended parenting classes." or "Ms. Johnson has failed two of her last three drug tests."
 
*  Do not use the last name of foster parents in the body of the report.  Either refer to them foster parents by first name only, or refer to them as foster care placement.  Examples include:  "Jan, Alex's foster mother, reports Alex has nightmares almost every night." or "Susan's foster parent reports Susan has made good progress in school."
 
QUESTIONS TO ASK THROUGHOUT THE LIFE OF THE CASE
 
1.  Has a concurrent plan been developed?  If so, what is the concurrent plan?
2.  Is the child an Indian Child (a member or eligible for membership in an Indian Tribe) covered by   
     ICWA?
3.  If the child is over 16, what is the independent living plan?
4.  If the plan is to move the child out of state, has the ICPC process been started?
5.  In accordance with the Fostering Connections Act:
         a) if the child is reaching emancipation age, has a 90-day transition plan been prepared with                                              
         specific elements for housing, health insurance, education, continuing support services,          
         employment services, etc.?
         b) has an effort been made to place siblings in the same home and has visitation been 
         scheduled?
         c) has an effort been made to keep the child in his/her original school?
         d) have all relatives been identified and notified within 30 days of child's removal from parent's 
            custody?
6.  If the case plan has been developed?
         a) is there any need to modify the case plan?
         b) have there been problems/issues with the case plan?
 
KEY ISSUES THE JUDGE IS CONSIDERING
 
* Phase 1 Findings:
         *Is the child within the jurisdiction of the CPA?
         *If the petition alleges aggravated circumstances, did the parent(s) subject the child to aggravated                   
         circumstances?
 
*  Phase 2 Findings:
         *If the child comes within the jurisdiction of the CPA, should the child be placed in the legal 
         custody of IDHW or in the child's own home under agency supervision?
         *If the child is placed in the custody of IDHW, the court will make detailed written findings based                                     
         on facts in the record as to the child's best interest and reasonable efforts to prevent placement in          
         foster care.
 
*  With respect to the best interest finding, the court must find that:
         1.  It would be in the child's best interest to be place in state custody.
         2.  It would be contrary to the welfare of the child to remain in the home.
 
*  With respect to the reasonable efforts finding, the court must find:
         1.  Reasonable efforts were made but were not successful in eliminating the need for placement of                            
         the child in foster care -OR-
         2.  The department made reasonable efforts to prevent removal but was not able to safely provide 
         preventative services -OR-
         3.  Reasonable efforts to temporarily place the child with related persons were made but were not 
         successful -OR-
         4.  Reasonable efforts were not required because the parent(s) subjected the child to aggravated 
         circumstances.
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