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Our Mission,

Should You Choose to Accept It...

S

‘Misdemeanor Courts,  *. Maximize the safety of victims
*Probation, and their families;

::(:(l)lsc:;:u — .. End community tolerance of
-Defense Counsel, domestic violence;

*SAFE House, *.. Hold offenders accountable for|
*BIPs their viol and abuse;

*County Administration . Epsyre fair and equitable

S (AT treatment in the criminal justice
«and other

-members of the system for persons affected by
community collaborate  domestic violence.

to:

Washtenaw County JODI Mission Statement

f

Why Judges Sometimes (“Often”)
Dislike (“Disdain”)
Domestic Violence Cases

e Stress

* A “family matter”

* Transference

* It’s “close to home”

“There’s a bulls eye on me”

B )Dislike




Sentencing Objectives

*..TO STOP THE
VIOLENCE!!!

*..EVERYTHING ELSE IS A FUNCTION OF
THIS!

*_.Victim Safety

*...Offender Accountability

o g o 2 PPN SWASHTENAW €OU

Information Needed to Meet
Sentencing Objectives

* Facts of the Case

¢ Criminal History

* History of Abusive Behavior

¢ Drug or Alcohol Abuse

¢ Animal Cruelty

 Status of Relationship

* Pregnancy

* Presence of Children

* History of Mental or Emotional Illiness

¢ Stalking

* The Judge’s Observations of the Defendant

=

Issuance of and Adherence to “Ownership” of partner

Prior Protective Orders + “Separation Violence”
* Substance Abuse  Access to V and Family
* Hostage Taking * History of Violence
* Escalation of Risks * Employment Status

* Behavior on Pre-Trial Release

¢ Threats of Homicide and
A Suicide
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* The best predictor of tomorrow is
yesterday

* Identification of Patterns of Violence
over Time

* Frequent Judicial Reviews to ensure
compliance and maximize safety

B it for B

i Vikener Cares

Bench Guide
For Recognizing Dangerousness

Probation Considerations
* Duration ‘_\.

-
Restitution O) O
N ’

Protective Conditions

BIP (Not Anger Management, etc.)
* No Firearms or Ammunition

¢ Address mental health and substance
abuse concerns concurrently
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Recommendatlons for Sentencmg

24 Mos. Probation:

Probation Officer: David Oblak

A
B) Meet with when and where directed, including horme viis swz&k\vph

nnnnnnnnnn

minimur tota ) of 60 sessons.

o) nd

#) Provd y

A 2
G Make carest efforts to maintan legitimate employment.
W Other

Network).

Enter the following conditions of probation on LEIN:

drugs or drug.

Sentencing Template

U WASHTENAW

Consider:
How did/do you
select a babysitter?

2 Minute
Timer

SWASHTENAW COUN

The Law of Demand and Supply

* What can you do if there is not aBIPin
your community?




©CWASHTENAW

Probation Innovations
Maximize Victim Safety

* Victim safety is paramount

* Ongoing victim contact

* Probation group meetings

* Regular meetings with BIPs

* Surprise alcohol testing at BIP

: | iASHTENAW O
Creative Sanctions
Monitoring & Collaboration
Long-term BIP (64 weeks)
Immediate enrollment in BIP
Graduated sanctions

Fines and costs (make it expenSive)

. Q People who ck i
Restitution (not only money) PR

ﬂ%@“
o

! i i WASHTENAW
Creative Sanctions
Monitoring & Collaboration

il available @pite overcrowding
intervention program
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. g 'WASI—{TE‘NA‘W MI =
MAJOR DIFFERENCES FROM DRUG COURTS

e Victim is someone other than the
Defendant

e “Relapse” is not expected, nor
tolerated

e Zero tolerance for repeat abuse
* Hearings serious, formal
e Treat “minor” violations as
important
* There is no objective test to
- measure compliance
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Your DV Tool Box!
Criteria for effective DV sentence
* What information do you need and
where do you get it, from whom and
why do you need it? (scenario)
— Victim input

=

“WWASHTENAW

Delivering the Sentence
& Making the Point:

Expectations and
Consequences
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A WHITE PAPER OF THE AMERICAN JUDGES ASSOCIATION
THE VOICE OF THE JUDICIARY®

PROCEDURAL FAIRNESS:

A KEY INGREDIENT IN PUBLIC SATISFACTION

Kevin Burke & Steve Leben

prise, then, that the perception of unfair or unequal treatment “is the single most
important source ol popular dissatislaction with the American legal system.”
Liven first

n mericans are highly sensitive to the processes of procedural fairness. 1tis no sur-

1o a situation where a mother punishes her child for a

broken vase without consulting a witness first. This negative reaction signifies power-
fully that children are already sensitive to the principles of pracedural fainess 2 1f chil-
dren in carly clementary school alieady react negatively to perceived violations of proce-
dural faimess, it 1s only that much more imperative to address the needs of the adules whe
appear in the courts to fight for custody of their children, file bankruptey, contest a speed-
ing ticket, or respond to allegations of felonious criminal behavior.

http://aja.ncsc.dni.us/courtrv/cr44-1/CRA4-1-2BurkeLeben.pdf

VYASHTENAW

“DOH
* DVlIsaCrime
* Acceptance of Responsibility
* Consequences of Violations
* The Judge “Owns” the Protective Order

* Accountability/Compliance
* Comprehension of Conditions

* Victim Input

% / e ‘ ‘, i-'WASHTEMRWL
llDON’T”

¢ Say: “It's Just a Domestic...”

/’/ﬁ\\
* Blame the Victim DON T
e Put Victim on Spot

¢ Assume it’s Over Because They Are Living Apart
* Allow excuses for violence

¢ Minimize Case Because Victim Has Previously Dropped
Charges

« Order the Victim to Counseling
* Forget the Children
¢ Proceed if You Feel There Is Not Enough Information




' ACCOUNTABILITY!

ACCOUNTABILITY!
ACCOUNTABILITY!

[y =

“YWASHTENAW Ci

Judicial Reviews

* Bi-monthly or monthly

* Ina Group

* Progress

* Violations

* Over time modify or maintain conditions
* Predictability

* Consistency

¢ Certainty

: [ “VWASHTENAW COUNTY, MI

THE JUDGE & PROBATION OFFICER
A Tag Team for Safety

=

The Judicial
Review isonly _ Hand Off
as good as the &/ ;
information ¢
provided.
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Review Hearing Report
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Week
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Session #

1
2
c1
3

Is there a duty to warn policy & how is it operationalized?

The goal is to have multiple people watching the batterer.

Need to be able to identify non-compliance immediately.

Status

BIP Weekly Reports

neg

THC

Create a system to inform the correct people
for safety and accountability.

RDS# RDS +/- AA SubTx  Demerit/Reason $Paid  Balance

AA
AA

No

Y N/A 25 0

4 1late 25 0
0

No 2, AASUb TX 25 0
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Recognize that proper handling of
misdemeanor DV is homicide prevention

® Focus on victim safety
Expedite DV court hearings (“rocket docket”)

Conduct frequent court reviews to ensure
compliance

4/19/2014
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* Establish procedures to promptly enforce violations of conditions
of release and probation

* Ban use/possession of firearms, ammunition, illegal drugs and
alcohol

* Know and work with your local victim advocates

¢ Improve cross-system communication and training
¢ Seek out and attend DV trainings and share the information
¢ Take partin a coordinated community response

LOW OR NO COST STRATEGIES

©CWASHTENAW

o|f possible, judge at pretrial keeps case for any trial,
sentencing and review

Educate court staff on the importance of DV cases

Use BIP that meets state standards (not anger
management)

Assign/request specialized DV probation officer(s)

Establish procedures to promptly enforce violations of
conditions of

LOW OR NO COST STRATEGIES
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The American Judges Association proudly announces

the newly developed and free online domestic violence
education program for judges. This innovative learning
tool was developed with the assistance of F utures Without
Violence and the National Center for State Courts.

Using interactive web-based delivery methods, “Effective
Adjudication of Domestic Abuse Cases” explores the unique
dynamics of domestic violence, including assessing lethality
and dangerousness, custody and protective orders, special
evidentiary issues, and effective sentencing.

Participants can learn at their own pace and at their own

convenience from leading national domestic violence experts they may not otherwise have the time, opportunity or
funding to see. All educational modules are accessible on any device including PCs, laptops, smartphones, tablets, or any
other mobile device.

The AJA offers this timely, engaging and convenient resource at no cost to judges who want to apply this state-of-the-art
learning in an effort to make all of our communities safer.

Check it outat http://education.amjudges.or;

For a 90-second preview, click o 44 //vimeo.com/75154956

EFFECTIVE ADJUDICATION OF DOMESTIC ABUSE CASES: https://vimeo.com/75154956
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HEERE
National Resources

* American Judges Association: http://education.amjudges.org/
* Battered Women'’s Justice Project: www.bwjp.org
+ Battered Women’s Justice Project Probation: http://www.bwjp.org/probation.aspx
* Praxis International: www.praxisinternational.org
* Institute on Domestic Violence in the African American Community:

www.dvinstitute.org
* Batterer Intervention Services Coalition of Michigan (BISC-MI)

www.bisc.mi.org
* National Council of Juvenile and Family Court Judges:

www.ncjfcj.org

* American Probation and Parole Association (APPA): www.appa-net.org

National Resources

* National Judicial Institute on Domestic Violence: http://njidv.org/

* National Council of Juvenile and Family Court Judges: http:www.ncjfcj.org

* Futures Without Violence (formerly Family Violence Prevention Fund):
http://futureswithoutviolence.org

* The American Judges Association: http://aja.ncsc.dni.us/

* National Center for State Courts: http://www.ncsconline.org

* The Center for Court Innovation: http://www.courtinnovation.org

* Vera Institute of Justice: http://www.vera.org

* Office on Violence Against Women: http://www.usdoj.gov/ovw

We need to do more
than the least

we can do...

,&
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